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HasHEM shall descend in the sight of theeentire people on Mount Sinai. '? You shall set
?omdan’es for the people roundabout, saying, ‘Beware of ascending the mountain or touchin
ils edge; whoever touches the mountain shall surely die. '* A hand shall not touch it, for hi
shall surely be stoned or thrown down; whether animal or person he shall not live; L; on
extended blast of the shofar, they may ascend the mountain.”” ]
14 Moses descended from the mountain lo the people. He sanctified the people and they

washed their clothing. 1> He said to the people, "B ¢ jod;
i people, "Be ready,after a three-day period; do not draw

EN )

20 HASHEM descended upon Mount Sinai to the top of the mountain; Hf—‘\SHEM sum-
moned Moses lo the top of the mountain, and Moses ascended. 2! HASHEM said to Moses,

- —

"Descend; Em the pe_opfe,. ie_stime;,t break through to HASHEM to see, and a multitude of them
will fail. 22 Even the Kohanim who approach HasHEM should be prepared. lest HAsHEM burst forth
against them.”

=33 Moses said to HASHEM, “The people cannot ascend Mount Sinai, for You have warned us,
saying, ‘Bound the mountain and sanctify it.” "
24 HASHEM said to him, “Go, descend. Then you shall ascend, and Aaron with you, but the

~_Kohanim, and the people — they shall nol brealk through to ascend to HASHEM, lest He burst forth
against them.” ?® Moses descended to the people and said [it] to them.
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nate fixed limits around the mountain beyond which hu-
mans and animals were forbidden to trespass, for if they
were to enter a sphere of holiness too intense for their capac-
ity, they would die. As indicated below (see Rashi, v. 24),
Aaron's boundary was closer to the mountain; the boundary T
of his sons, the Kohanim, was behind his; and that of the rest
of the nation was further back.

b

~jas inconceivable that they should disobey. MNevertheless,
jod sent him to repeat the warning, which he did. God knew
hat the people might disregard the threat of death in their
«eal to come closer to the source of the Revelation. If the’
surpose of life is to elevate oneself to a higher spiritual exis-
‘ence. then one could be ready to give his life to achieve
such a goal. But God does not want this. He wants human
beings to remain alive and bring holiness into their earthly
existence (see Tur, Or HaChaimn).

R Elsbegs o _alon Mt

mp By DR NYEATY DPIPRI 37
Y R Py 07 TIewn SRy
wmma oY R FaTn PYna LITERA
0% RN NYap TR (-2 V)
oa oom LMIRDMY 1aan (R 1Rt Row
TR9B NI7Yn TIRWh oy IR o1t
arapa 10 DRT 2931 L0 R Y|
Aywn NYAn DYy wyn nvea RNt
WK1 9X OT0 a0 2y T T by NDOAIN
Tqmr oeEml ARIPR TR TIRD MR
wmEnaT 13 7 YR 10T 1D DY
mma mbyh XYW ona TInaY tava!
mxY7 370% 1737 AwR K79 jamulopdl
an x mibyh avn bay xb 27 PR WD
NX 9337 HR? 13 AT a8 ' We
Sy mTYR TE0W NR VIR A
SR TR T3 TN a7 DR P3s iad
LwrTe NTPD TYY_apinw T o
e T S I EA THR PR

o™y WM

T 0K wexY ww oen Ywommman oowva Sapn
YW 9T DK o na Ymana wssa 9a3 yany) atmn
A5 533 Syt Sab ouro orT mana 1vat nvnwnb oTxy g .4
QUMY nx 01 9y ASvan umava oea mna SKIR? Tuma anm oy
ApaY "M AKX 0N TN P0IPINTT 71202 NPy 310N oo
| Naw T MmNy NN R 55w na%h K91 oI vwyn Sy ’7-}-’
KM navph e
TN IR M9 MY SKIw? BY MK NNYY [13pn DUIp Tpna K7 ¢
931 WD TR NP Sy OmT Naom 1 myn oK mvnT Anynd
M7apT NWNT? man N P93 i 89K T 13 yan 5357 amay

T Om9R MR ayn 9K

Se
Twn Ypyn W A by JRPD RITM
Ioms onme TR XYW AINNR <
qypn oo nm nyT? N8 03 th

b e and aniyp? | YWD
NN 7o DIl an 1 Xy2w> oMEN
Ty Sw  anwyn MwRIm MR
pws Tm wEnY :D7pT NYI2 MBoINN
oy YpEm K9 D1 AP MWD abd
Ly w1 2ATIIR 7D (2 W IR
Az1 T TP 12 AR AR Y7 0N 1D
197 2nTD A N A0 27N
Swn Nyt R apnar Jbxuvs ovn

R




k) 250 / Reb Chaim’s Discourses

Seen in a deeper sense, Baal Peor represents the tearing down of all
moral and religious restrictions and prohibitions. Idolaters, too, had
their morals manifested by their deity, and by the mode of its worship.
The worshipers of Baal Peor rebelled against these very strictures,
proclaiming their complete lack of recognitiog of any system of values
whatsoever. This iconoclasm and espousal of anarchy became their
very god! The more Savta showed his contempt and disrespect for
Peor, the more esteemed and praiseworthy he became.

% Only too well do we now understand the attraction of this idol.
The allure of the ideology of permissiveness and lack of any

restraints can be witnessed in contemporary society which faces an
onslaught by anarchy, immorality and permissiveness.

LI -

#The Torah serves as a fence to protect a person from the
blandishments of this world, much in the manner of a fence
surrounding a field. If one dislodges even one small section of the

fence he has demolished not only that particular segment but has

destroyed the entire effectiveness of the fence. One who dispenses
with even one mitzvah of the Torah has in effect ridvhimself of all
restraint and it is but a matter of time until the all-encompassing
fence of Torah will be in shambles.
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God responded, “Descend,” meaning, "Yes, you are on a very | lofty level
and are continually attached to Me. Therefore, you cannot fathom ! how any-
ope might transgress My command. But you need to ‘descend You need 0
lower yourself from your level and understand a  spiritual level lower thln.
your own, so that you will appreciate that'a person_ may indeed transgress,;
For this reason, there is a need to warn them again.”

PIRKEI TORAH Rﬁ 6-‘\:\?! ®
5
he words 921 K% literally mean they are unable. This is
. seemingly difficult, for surely the people were physically able to
ascend the mountain, but were forbidden o do so!

To Klal Yisroel, however, Hashem's commands were not merely
words to be kept or disobeyed voluntarily. These were realities,
concrete facts. If Hashem forbade something, Klal Yisroel truly felt that
they were physically unable to do whai was forbidden:
unable to ascend the mountain.

Sin can occur only if one fails to consider Torah as an absolutely real
part of one's life.

23 Mo ) - R Nssky ()

e concept of “setting @ boundary around the mountain” teaches
g 3

they were

s an important lesson about spiritual development: we should not at-

tempt to come close to God prematurely, nor at an exceedingly fast
pace. Spiritual growth is a gradual, incremental process that requires pa-

tience and perseverance. To leap too far beyond one’s limits is a danger-
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Qus and foolish practice that is bound to backfire.
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21 MKAY ... 00718 — Lest they break through . . . to see. R” Bachya explains
that Moses did not immediately grasp the full significance of the word nixa%,
to see. He thought that it was included in the prohibition against viewing the
<ite of the Revelation at close range. Accordingly, he replied that the people
would not come forward since they had already been warned. Hashem then told ;.
(Mnces that the prohibition against gazing was meant not only in the physical

793270 NR IR NN TR
sense but in the spiritual sense as well. The people had to be warned not to exceeci

the bounds of thought — not to overindulge in metaphysical or mystical
speculations concerning Hashem's essence and existence. Moses would be told
later that man cannot see Hashem and live (33:20).

The first person who tried to traverse beyond the permitted limits. to penetrate
thé Divine mystery was Abel[after God had shown preference for his sacrifice].

7RI DTR 927 113 (' ame) ANWA SN2 073m70 3 AR PIvR MR
nrab 519' TR 3w 190,19 5 nnn Dvam et nwnd prie mvRs 1
121037 M3 Py
AV VN MWPND NN 097X DTR MWYNY and K2 07anInY Nk I;
NYNR9W DWIY 0% IMND ROR 13T 1R NvaY 9 RS OTRD nnxa o
TI% AR 53 73 - MW MR RPR RIM DY MW TRan 1R 137
Yhwa ohwa Imnen MYV Tpan nr NN

For this presumption he had to die (commentary to Genesis 4:8). Similarly, Nadab
and Abihu and the Seventy Elders of Isracl were guilty of the same sin (Rashi
to 24:10). Thus, Hashem made Moses descend and warn the people not to astend
to Him even through speculative thought, lest Hashem burst forth gqainst them.
In this warning both the people and the Kohanim (v. 24) were included. This
understanding of the verse is consistent with the opinion developed by Rambam
in his Guide to the Perplexed (1:3).
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38 204  From the World of the Meshech Chochmah
) .
- R Brnsdon

This verse is commonly understood as instrycting that boundaries

are to be set for the people, ensuring that they do not come too close

to the mountain. The Meshech Chochmah has a stunningly different

interpretation.

The situation at Har Sinai paralleled that of the Mishkan and the Beis
Hamikdash, where the kedushah of the Sanctuary itself was surrounded by
an area—the Azarah (Courtyard)—which was itself enclosed by partitions. \

(ét Har Sinai, the epicenter of kedushah was the mountain itself, with the )

area surrounding it serving as the courtyard. What, then, served as the

partitions enclosing the “courtyard”? The answer is, B'nei Yisrael who
surrounded that areal

The Hebrew word “N&” typically has no translation and serves merely

- . .
to accompany an object. If this is so in our verse, then the object in

question is the people (2¥118), for whom the boundaries are set (!}5’2;31)._

However, this word can also mean “with,” and that is how Meshech

Chochmah explains it is to be taken here, in which case, the words “fo3m
O " mean “set a boundary with the people,” i.e.,'the people them-
selves are the boundary that is to be set for the mountain!

3"”‘@ Original Mishkan
The full significance of this idea is that B'nei Yisrael themselves were \
(tbe “original Mishkan,” even before being told to construct the Mishkan. )
This gives us new insight into the verse that states, PR ETRR YD Wg?-
02in2—They shall make for Me a Sanctuary and I shall dwell in their
midst."* The mefarshim point out that Hashem does not say that He will
dwellin "its midst,” i.e., the Mishkan, but rather, in “their midst,” referring
to B'nei Yisrael. The deeper meaning here is that having attained the
Bstatus of the Mishkan, it is B'nei Yisrael themselves who are ultimately
the dwelling place for the Shechinah. This idea is expressed in the verse
in the Navi regarding B'nei Yisrael, which states, “757 '1 90— They are
a Sanctuary of Hashem %*
The Meshech Chochmah proceeds to explain that the effects of the
status B'nei Yisrael attained at Har Sinai extended far beyond that setting.
,The halachah states that whenever the Mishkan would move, the area in \
-which it had stood lost its kedushah and reverted to its original status,
while the component parts of the Mishkan itself retained their kea'ushah,7
even when in transit. It is likewise fascinating to note that Har Sinai itself,
the “location of kedushah,” lost its sanctified status immediately upon
the sounding of the shofar at the conclusion of the Aseres Hadibros. By
contrast, B'nei Yisrael as “partitions” of the Mishkan, retained their status
ﬂvem as they journeyed from Sinai. Indeed, the sanctity they attained

stgzed with them wherever they subsequently traveled—including the
lands to which thez were exiled. Thus, the Gemara states, “Y3 Dypn 53
Dy W AN 8w —To every place Yisrael were exiled, the Shechinah

was exiled with them!"?’
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lthough these words suggest that the Torah was concerned
about the loss of many Jews (who breached the fence around
Har Sinai), the Mechilta derives from here that even the loss of
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a single Jew is equivalent to the loss of the entire community. In faci, the
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loss of a single Jew is equivalent to the loss of the entire creation.

The overwhelming importance of the individual Jew to the commu-

nity as well as the entire universe, and the reason why this theme is
stressed just moments before Matan Torah, may be based on a series of
well-known relationships.

For example, the Mechﬂta (cf. Yalkut Shemos 284) states that even if
one Jew had been spiritually lacking, Hashem would not have given the

Torah. (This can be deduced from the pasuk, “in the sight of the entire
people.”) We also know that heaven and earth’s continual existence was
contingent upon lsrael receiving the Torah. It follows that if, as a result of
the death of a single Jew. the Torah could not be given, then indeed the
existence of all creation would be in jeopardy (Toras Moshe 40a '
San).
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